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View of language regarding “spread of the Japanese language” aimed at
promotion of understanding of Japanese culture:

Case of programs for South Korea in the early 1970s

SHIMAZU Taku

Keywords: spread of the Japanese language, Japanese language education,
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Japanese programs for the “spread of the Japanese language” to foreign
countries, which are aimed at “promotion of understanding of Japanese culture”, have
two fundamental functions. Specifically, the “spread of the Japanese language” may
serve as a “means” by which individuals learning Japanese after being influenced or
motivated by these programs use their acquired Japanese ability to have contact with
various types of Japanese media and native Japanese speakers and consequently come
to understand Japanese culture. In addition, the “spread of the Japanese language”
may serve as an “objective” where the learning of Japanese itself can be considered an
activity for understanding Japanese culture. In the present manuscript, I investigated
which view of language was used as a basis by the Japan Foundation in its programs
for the “spread of the Japanese language” around the time of its establishment in 1972
using South Korea as a case example. South Korea was selected because it was the
first foreign country in which the Japan Foundation engaged in a full-scale program for
secondary education-level Japanese language education.
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