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A Frequency based Study of Japanese Language
Use by Bangladeshi Residents in Japan
-From a Questionnaire Survey of Foreign Students
and Working People-

ALAM Mohammed Ansarul
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the frequency based language use
of Bangladeshi nationals living in Japan. A 4 scale questionnaire survey on the
use of Japanese language in daily life, consisting 42 items, is conducted. A factor
analysis is conducted with the answers of the 111 respondents. The analysis
results reveal 5 factors; namely “F1: Job searching” “F2: Medical related acts” “F3:
Confirm the information of transport” “F4: Involvement with local community”
and “F5: Gathering information from media”. It is found that Bangladeshi
nationals use the Japanese language primarily in their immediate daily life
activities, as well as in their interactions with Japanese society.

Further, to investigate the differences among the “Japanese language student”

” @

“university student” “working people”, ANOVA analysis is conducted. It is found
that university students use less Japanese language in daily life. In factor “F4:
Involvement with local community”, frequency of Japanese language use is low
and no significant difference was found among the groups.
Findings of this survey are expected to be used as a basis for improving the
methods and content of Japanese language education in Bangladesh.
(Doctoral Student, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies &

The Japan Foundation Japanese Language Institute)



