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The Adoption of the CEFR in China
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Abstract

This paper aims to examine the adoption of the Common European Framework
of Reference (CEFR)in China’s language education. The Ministry of Education
of the People’s Republic of China decided to adopt the CEFR in 2001 with the
aim of using it as a common yardstick to help interpret learners’ proficiency in
English, as well as to help interpret the proficiency of learners who are studying
Mandarin. Firstly, this paper provides an overview of the processes involved in
using the CEFR in designing curricula and assessment practices, secondly, it
discusses a number of key issues and problems that have emerged on account of
the new context. In conclusion, the author postulates that using the CEFR will
promote a multi-lingual, multi-cultural society as well as its adoption will lead to

a plurilingual and pluricultural approach in language education in China.
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