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Policy process for the education of foreign
languages other than English : An analysis of the
deliberations in the Special Committee on Foreign
Languages of the Central Council for Education
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Abstract

As educational environment that conforms to what is called globalisation
is becoming an issue in Japan, various attempts are being undertaken for
the enhancement of the teaching of English while leaving other languages
behind. Both positive and reserved views still coexist on this trend, and there
are concerns that the teaching of foreign languages other than English will be
ignored. The author examines the policy process for foreign language education
in the 8th revision of the national Courses of Study, which took place in
2008 and 2009. The author concludes that the teaching of foreign languages
other than English was considered to some extent in the deliberations for the
revision. However, the concept of the teaching of foreign languages other than
English, because of the shortage of practical information and knowledge in the
deliberation, remained immature as a policy issue and did not materialise in the

policy.
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