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Commentary: The Significance of the Article by
Claude Truchot
A Warning against “Anglicization” of Higher
Education

KOISHI Atsuko

As the global competition in higher education becomes increasingly fierce, le
savoir, or the knowledge, is now an economic good having the market value of its own.
MEXT characterizes its various globalization policies as “the driving force behind the
internationalization” and pushes Japanese universities to actively participate in them. The
majority of Japanese universities eagerly follow MEXT, and are immersed in unstoppable
process of Anglicization. Internationalization has become synonymous to English,
resulting in rapid increase of courses offered in English and of English speaking faculties.
The Anglicization in higher education is a worldwide phenomenon. This article by Claude
Truchot provides detailed description of how the European countries have dealt with
the Anglicization and problems thereof. In Japan, the language issues are rarely treated
as a serious subject in the context of internationalization of universities. The European

experience, therefore, shall provide us with valuable insight.
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