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The beginning of Japanese as a Second Language
Education policy: Japanese Language Education for
Returnees from China: A Focus on Japanese study
materials developed by the Agency for Cultural
Affairs: Setkatsu Nihongo series

KIM Dasom

Abstract

From the perspective that takes up the Japanese language education for returnees from
China as the starting point of Japanese as a second language education policy, this study
aims to clarify the philosophy and the direction of Japanese language education for returnees
from China.

By analyzing the content of Japanese study materials for returnees from China developed
by the Agency for Cultural Affairs: Seikatsu Nihongo series, it was found that these
materials regard returnees from China as the new type of Japanese language learners. These
materials intended to cover natural Japanese language which did not put them at a
disadvantage. They also conveyed normality and taboos about the usage of Japanese
language and the behavior styles in Japan.

As shown above, the Japanese language education for returnees from China by the
Agency for Cultural Affairs began with an assimilationist approach to prevent troubles by
advising them to act in accordance with the Japanese normality. Through this analysis, it was
also revealed that an intercultural perspective has emerged in the Japanese language
education for Chinese returnees after the attempt to relativize the viewpoint that took
Japanese normality as a self-evident idea.
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