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Language attitudes of Korean traditional performing
artists in Tokyo : Implications for language policy and
planning (LPP) issues

SARUHASHI Junko, IINO Masakazu, SAKAI Kazumi
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Abstract

The global mobility of traditional performing arts is considered to be entangled with such factors as
the geopolitical and socio-cultural relations between the cradle and performing locations. Bearing this
complexity in mind, this study conducted semi-structured interviews with four Korean traditional
performing artists working in Tokyo. After analysing the narratives of performers’ language attitudes
that were expressed as they talked about their performances, their implications for language policy
and planning (LPP) issues were discussed. The narrative data showed that, for example, one of the
research participants was aware of how his own performing skills were different from those of the
original cradle site, and that such differences were associated with his attitudes toward language. Four
participants' narratives also indicated their diverse and contrastive language attitudes among the
performing community members. In the future, in addition to the broader study with interviews,
bilingual practices such as code switching and code mixing during their lessons should be explored
by participatory observations. Further research will help us understand language management or
language policy within the community of performing artists in international mobility and how they
are affected from the macro-level language policy. It will also contribute to the study of
multilingualism and the vitalization of migrant languages activated through the global mobility of
culture.
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