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(Célia)
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Abstract

While the Course of Study for foreign languages states that the target language to be taught
is “in principle, English”, it simultaneously recognizes the importance of including other
languages and cultures. One way this may be achieved is giving greater attention to the
linguistic and cultural diversity already present in the classroom in the form of assistant
language teachers (ALTs), although policy and teacher training documents’ continued
portrayal of ALTs as monolingual native speakers of English effectively hides away this
diversity.

This paper sought to establish the diverse linguistic and cultural repertoires of ALTs. In
contrast to monolingual representations in policy, it was shown that the majority of ALTs have
access to one or more other languages. The ALTs demonstrated a desire to include a greater
range of their repertoires in the classroom, many with sound pedagogical reasons to do so, but
were often limited by an English-only focus in the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT)-prepared lesson plans and homeroom teachers(HRTS)
lacking the tools to include greater diversity. It was argued that there is an urgent need for
policy representations of ALTs to be updated, in order to accurately reflect their plurilingual
and multicultural realities, so that practicing teachers may be better prepared to capitalize upon
them in their foreign language classes.
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