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Abstract

While it is expected that the number of International labor migrants will increase due to the
revision of the immigration law, there is not enough discussion on how these migrants adapt to the
Japanese society. We are developing a Japanese version of the “social adaptation/settlement program”
modelled on Germany’s Orientation Course (Orientierungskurs). As a part of the preparation, we
conducted a survey into the needs of these migrants with respect to the Japanese society and institutions.
The respondents are migrants who were taking a Japanese language class offered by an international
exchange body. A total of 76 respondents were recruited. The analysis shows that there is no significant
difference between those who have lived in Japan for less than three years and those who have for more
than three years, with regards to their needs and knowledge. This indicates that the length of stay does
not automatically address their needs and an appropriate curriculum is needed for the same. It was also
found that needs and the amount of information vary based on the immigration status and whether their
family and children are with them or not. While developing the program, it is necessary to offer a
flexible combination of core and optional modules. In addition, as the survey draws its results from
self-evaluation, it is not clear whether the necessary and correct information has been acquired. With

this as an important consideration, we would like to carry out a qualitative survey in future.
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