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Language policy studies of the Japan Association of
Language Policy: A collective outlook of the papers
published in the Gengo Seesaku journal

KAMIMURA Keisuke
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Abstract

This paper conducts an extensive review of articles published in the Gengo Seesaku journal
( FE7EBCR] ). Atotal of 66 articles in 15 issues are reviewed to examine what has collectively been
regarded as language planning research in the Japan Association of Language Policy. Most articles
focus on policy practices in Japan and European countries, resulting in geographic imbalance. The
status of Japanese and English in policy contexts is the major subjects of study across the reviewed
papers, minority languages are also covered in a considerable number of articles. One third of the
articles provide a detailed socio-linguistic account, which is a complete academic work in itself, but
draw only insufficient implications towards the studies of language policy. Some articles on policy
practices fail to refer to an underlying theoretical framework. Policy proposals, one of the designated
categories in the submission guidelines, are very few, probably because a common understanding is
not developed among JALP members concerning the format and content to which a policy proposal
paper should adhere.
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