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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to discuss second language education policy in New Zealand. English
is the major language, however, faced with major changes such as its growing linguistic diversity
and growing trade links with the non-English-speaking world, New Zealand needs to adopt a
comprehensive approach to all these language issues. The present paper first outlines the present
situation of second language policy in New Zealand. Second, it considers second language
education in schools. In particular, it analyzes the results of a questionnaire survey of Japanese
language learners in secondary schools concerning their attitudes towards Japanese language
education, focusing on the factors affecting the reasons to study the language. Finally, the paper
underscores points for future improvement of second language education in New Zealand.
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Please circle the number and complete the following questions
Gender: 1. Male 2. Female

Year: 1. Year 7 2. Year 8 3. Year 9 4. Year 10 5. Year 11
6. Year 12 7.Year 13

What is your native language?
1. English 2. Maori 3. Pacific Island language 4. Other

What is your father’ s native language?
1. English 2. Maori 3. Pacific Island language 4. Other

What is your mother’ s native language?
1.  English 2. Maori 3. Pacific Island language 4. Other

What language do you consider to be your dominant language?
1. English 2. Maori 3. Pacific Island language 4. Other

Language currently studying

1. English 2. Maori 3. French 4. German 5. Japanese 6. Chinese
7. Korean 8. Spanish 9. Arabic
10. Other

Please circle the number (1,2, 3,4, or5) that indicates how well you agree with each of
the statement below.

STRONGLY DISAGREE INDIFFERENT AGREE STRONGLY
DISAGREE AGREE
1 2 3 4 5

-Inrecentyears,NewZealandhasplayedanimportantrolepoliticallyintheAsia—Pacifié
region.
1 2 3 4 5
* More persons with a high fluency level of foreign languages are needed for the economic
growth in New Zealand.

1 2 3 4 5
* In New Zealand, the tourism industry will continue to play an important role.
1 2 3 4 b

* Studying a second language can be important for me because it will make me a more
knowledgeable person.
1 2 3 4 5
* In recent years, New Zealand has played an important role economically in the
Asia-Pacific region.

1 2 3 4 5
I want to study Japanese.

1 2 3 4 5
* I want to travel or live in a country where the language is spoken.

1 2 3 4 5
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I feel the language would enhance my future career.

1 2 3 4 5
"« Asia will be of long term economic significance to New Zealand.
)} 2 3 4 5
* I have definite plans to work in an area of employment where the language is used.

1 2 3 4 5




