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Abstract

There exist some differences between the North and the South Korean orthography since
1948. However, both orthographies have their common origin in 1933. It was devised on the
morph phonological principle. The North Korean government implemented four orthography
reforms successively in 1948, 1954, 1966, and 1988. Some concludes the main reason why
linguistic divergence between North and South Korea occurred to be these reforms. But this
is nothing but a hasty conclusion. Complex morph phonology is a characteristic of Korean
language. Sounds of Chinese characters in both orthographies are being treated differently in
both countries. The former morph phonology is stricter than the latter in treating
Anlautgesetz, the law of initial sounds of Chinese characters. Despite of these differences,
both have no difficulties in communicating.
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