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A Language Policy to Develop an Integrated Society for the Deaf and Able Hearing:
A survey of sign language references in text books
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Abstract

In recent years the number of people learning sign language has been increasing. For
those people, it is essential to their work and professions, or it is of academic or simply
personal interest. However, if only highly motivated people are to learn sign language, its
broader recognition as a language will be restricted. To increase recognition, school
education needs to adopt a language policy where sign language is taught as a language.
This paper analyzes the results of a survey of how references to sign language are presented

in text books. In conclusion, the paper identifies the challenges and future prospects of an
integrated approach.
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