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Abstract

Japanese language education was resumed in the northeastern China very shortly after the
normalization of diplomatic relations between Japan and China in 1972. Based on the
author’s fieldwork and a series of interviews conducted with those currently engaged in
Japanese language education in the northeastern China, this article demonstrates how the
post-war Japanese language education for ethnic minority Koreans and Mongolians living in
this region has been playing an important role in maintaining their ethnic identity. The author
then argues that it is not appropriate to blindly criticize the current Japanese language
education system in the northeastern China, as is frequently the case, solely for the reason
that it is too examination-oriented.
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