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Multilingual Planning as a Contact Planning :
Study of interpretation system of the Japanese police
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Abstract

The prefectural Police Headquarters in Japan and Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department
have their own interpretation systems to cope with increasing crimes related to non-Japanese
language speakers. To analyze the LP implementation, author used their internal research
documents. Through the investigation, unique structural aspects of their interpretation
systems were observed, such as promotional efforts to linguistic and organizational peripheral.
That means they pay more attention to minority languages and outside registered interpreters.
The Japanese Police’s interpretation system can be regarded as language policy and planning
coping with multilingual society. However, there are no completed LP frameworks or
theories explaining those activities. This paper proposes the concept of “‘contact planning”
adding to the existing language planning model of Haugen’s corpus and status planning,
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