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Abstract

While changes in the political, educational and linguistic aspects of life in Singapore have
been well studied by specialists, there is the need to study on the interrelated view in
developments of ‘language and education’ policies and languages. This paper will provide a
description and analysis of two historic changes in Singapore. One change is seen in the
formulation and implementation of Singapore’s ‘language and education’ policies over the
four decades since the 1960s. The other is in the dynamics of English varieties in Singapore.
We notice that the social distribution of English varieties has changed fairly rapidly and
widely during a relatively short period: from the situation similar to a ‘post-creole
continuum’ to the present ‘diglossic’ one. The principal focus of this paper will be on the
ways in which English in Singapore has evolved and changed since the 1960s and on how
this can be accounted for, along with changes in ‘language and education’ policies with a
special focus on English.
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