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Abstract

This thesis examines the trends in domestic Japanese immigration policy and language
education policy, with a view towards constructing a multicultural society both in and
outside Japan. :

The author carried out an investigative study on overseas immigration policies and
language education policies for foreigners, as part of the Agency for Cultural Affairs'
mission to develop useful basic documents which will contribute to policy development
addressing the multicultural society.

In the current study, the author used examples of developed countries which accepted
large numbers of immigrants during the 1960s and 1970s: the U K., Germany, France,
Australia, Sweden, the U.S.A. and Canada. These were compared with the current

immigration and language education policies implemented in Japan.



Finally, with a view towards the future development of a multicultural society and in
light of the preceding discussion, the policy issues surrounding Japanese immigration
and language education will be considered.
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