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Impact and Suggestion of In-Company English Education
A New Perspective for English Education Policy

IWATA Kyoko

This paper aims to discuss the existence and importance of in-company English
education in Japan and present a perspective for the development of English
education and language policy. Businesspersons are increasingly required to
communicate in English with the increasing globalization of business. At present,
a few Japanese companies publicly declare English as their official language.

Many corporations, mostly the major ones, have actively imparted in-company
English education to their employees to improve their English skills. These
companies are well organized, introduce variety of flexibility in management and
curriculum, and support businesspersons’ learning of English. The in-company
English education system plays an important role as an effective institution where
businesspersons can learn English.

However, the government and educational circles have focused on English
education for young people at schools, rather than for older adults in business.
The question arises whether adult English education/learning can contribute to
the spread of English education in Japan. In-company English education, aimed
at developing global human resources, will present a new perspective for the future
English education system as well as its development for younger generations in
Japan.

(Nakamura Gakuen University Junior College)
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