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Securing Accuracy in the Legal Translation and Interpretation for Matters
Including Foreigners :

from the consideration of incidents requiring Interpretation

MIZUNO Kaoru

This study is a consideration of material examples to determine what
contribution can be made through an evidence-based and linguistically informed
investigation of facts and issues surrounding legal translation. This study investigates
three cases of foreign criminal defendants in which accuracy in translation and fairness
in the legal process appeared to be at issue. Further, the study considers what issues,
regarding testimony and legal protocols, arise with respect to the interpreter’s and
defendant’s linguistic ability and how these issues are viewed from the perspective of
court officials. As a result of the analysis, the following points became clear :

1) Neither the existing language and translation abilities nor the requisite abilities can
be clearly identified.

2) Various aspects of confusion arise from a lack of standards and a lack of a clear
method for the measurement of linguistic competence or of interpretive ability on the
part of both the court interpreter and the defendant.

(University of Shizuoka)
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