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The Purposes of Foreign Language Education:
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In this paper, I have examined how discussions in Koto Kyoiku Kaigi (Upper-level
Education Committee, the first Ministry of Education advisory committee: 1896-1913)
affected the status of foreign languages in Meiji Era middle schools (i.e., secondary
education). A draft titled “Should middle school foreign language education be limited
to English?” was submitted for deliberation in their third conference (1899) along with
three reference documents which all insisted that German language be taught at middle
schools. This draft was then withdrawn by a majority vote, but one of the documents
led to a proposal regarding German language at middle schools which was approved
in the sixth conference (1901). However, these discussions had little influence on the
alteration in the English-focused foreign language education. A key factor that hindered
the promotion of German language education at middle schools was the gap between the
purposes of foreign language education and those of middle school education, the latter of
which was a major concern in the discussion about Japan’s school system as a whole. The
committee also dealt with the problem of “English is the only foreign language” in the fifth
conference (1900). These discussions in the committee strongly influenced how foreign
languages were positioned as subjects in the Middle School Enforcement Regulations
issued in 1901.



