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Towards The Cooperation Between High Schools
and Aiming for Cooperation Between High Schools
and Universities Concerning Spanish Language
Education:

A Case Study of an Intensive Course
for Japanese High School Students

KISHIDA Saori

Keywords: Spanish as a foreign language, English as a second language, Third language

influence, Language learning in high school, Intensive course

A substantial expansion of inbound tourism is expected in Japan ahead of the 2020
Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games. This implies an increase in the need for foreign
language education. In this research, we propose to expand Spanish language education
as a second foreign language in Japanese high schools and discuss the possibilities that
arise from a perspective of cooperation between high schools and universities. As to the
second foreign language education in Japanese high schools, it is common to emphasize
its need as a way of promoting an understanding of the cultural aspects of the countries
in which those languages are used. However, in terms of Spanish language education as
a second foreign language, it is predicted that, given its grammatical nature, the benefits
of learning it extend beyond cultural aspects. In other words, there is a possibility that
Spanish learning leads to reinforcement and improvement of English ability, through
the acquisition of grammatical features that are necessary in English but more marked
in Spanish than in English. In this research, and after considering the current state of
second foreign language education in high schools in Japan, we discuss the practice and
effectiveness of intensive lecture style Spanish language education. Intensive courses
seem the most realistic way of approaching second foreign language education in high
schools in Japan at the present moment. We base our discussion on the results of
experiments and questionnaires that we carried out after conducting two experimental

Spanish intensive courses for high school students.
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