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Their hidden power and the problems it causes.
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Abstract

This study presents a summary of the direction of research concerning the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR)—which in
recent years has gained attention in the field of language education—and of
research concerning the JF Standard for Japanese Language Education (JF
Standard for short), which is modeled after CEFR. The present study is also
concerned with the possible outcomes the development of the two standards may
lead to in the future.

CEFR was born in Europe after World War II. In part it is founded on the
language education policy of plurilingualism and pluriculturalism, the ideas
that a single person can be made to internalize multiple languages and multiple
cultures. However, this study points out that the standard also carries a
connotation of “restrictiveness”, which reduces the thoughts and behaviors
of students to aspects of European cultures and languages. CEFR possesses
invisible power, by which it excludes behaviors and entities which do not belong
to the languages and cultures of Europe.

The JF Standard also suffers from similar problems and its language education
policy is also vague. It is a learning tool which borrowed only the evaluation
methods from CEFR. Furthermore, the fact that the standard is only concerned
with a single language, Japanese, also creates several issues caused by putting
this language in a privileged position. This study attempts to bring these issues
to light.
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