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Ethnic minority education in the Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Province of China: Survey of bilingual
abilities and language usage in Mongolian children

Wuriga
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Abstract

In this paper, we focus on bilingual education of Mongolian and Chinese in
the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Province, China. We obtained the features of
the bilingual abilities and bilinguality for Mongolian students from elementary
school and Junior high school by the questionnaire. Through the results of the
questionnaire, firstly, we found that the self-assessment of the four skills in
Mongolian was better than those in Chinese for these students. And secondly, the
four skills for these Mongolian students were a little worse compared to that of
the Han group. Furthermore, the using frequency in Chinese for family members in
home life is in the order of grandparents < parents < siblings. And, in school life, the
using frequency is in the order of teachers < classmates. Namely, the using frequency
increases for the younger generation. Finally, although the students have opportunities
to use both of the languages in community, they have no chance to communicate with

the Han children because there are no Han people in ethnic school.
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