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4.2. REEITo 1V 5 ADXAR

ANINERROE 6 24 (1125 12O RH) BPHRTH -7z, 6%HFI1F 425
Z®H0D. TNThDT 7 ZHIER 14, P40 HORESHE L Tz, Bixlt
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. BENOHEDIED)

HHEEIHATHE S RN EWEETH 5. X T 455, PIEGE. @IEGE. 565,
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ELABEBTHOANMNETE I NIRG8O I — FRAS WD EI N5, E
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between them. Such study should, among other things, give due importance to the
teaching of foreign languages, civilizations and cultural heritage as a means of
promoting international and inter-cultural understanding.”
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Foreign language activities as international
education in Japan:
The possibilities of introducing “awakening to

languages” activities in Japanese elementary schools

OYAMA Mayo
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Abstract

Since 2011, “foreign language activities” have been introduced as a compulsory
subject in Japanese elementary schools for fifth and sixth grade pupils. Most of the
research, debate and implementation of these activities have focused on English
language education. The present paper investigates several documents from 2002
published by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
on foreign language education policy. It also clarifies two points: 1) this policy aims
at both earlier English language education and international education via the
study of foreign languages and 2) according to the commentary of the curriculum
guidelines, activities using plural languages and cultures are recommended. The
paper then claims that activities resulting in the “awakening to languages”, an
approach developed in Europe which includes activities using various languages at
the same time, can be and should be incorporated into this curriculum as a means
for international education better integration of immigrant children as well as for
diversity education for all children. The paper also describes an actual experience
of teaching awakening to languages in Nara, where the author participated as an
assistant language teacher, and then considers the advantages and challenges
of introducing awakening to language teaching as a means for international
education in Japan.
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