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A Study on TV Broadcasting in Minnan Dialect in the
Southern Region of Fujian Province, the People’s
Republic of China: the Preferential Measure Under
Policies against Taiwan

ODA Itaru

Key words: Fujian Province, Taiwan, Chinese dialect, Minnan dialect (Hokkien language),

Minnan cultural and ecological protection zone

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explain how television came to be broadcast in Minnan
dialect (Hokkien language) under preferential measures in the southern region of Fujian
Province, the People’s Republic of China, and, moreover, to show that this is a political
product of policies against Taiwan, Government of the Republic of China. In Mainland
China, until recent years the use of Chinese dialects in television broadcasting has been
strictly regulated under policies to promote Standard Chinese (Putonghua / Mandarin).
Nonetheless, the legal and political frameworks necessary to broadcast in Minnan
dialect were unexpectedly secured in Fujian Province. These exceptional measures were
introduced from 2005 to 2007, and, taking into account the individual acts and policy
documents as well as the period of implementation, it can be concluded that their goal was
to check the power of Taiwan’s Chen Shui-bian administration, which had pursued policies
of “Desinicization”. At the same time, through the introduction of these policies, local
television stations that have begun to broadcast in Minnan dialect stand to suffer amidst

fierce market competition.
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