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Social Inclusion of Returning JICA Japanese
Language Volunteer Teachers:
Reasons for the decrease of Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers

HIRAHATA Nami

Keywords: Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers, JICA, Japanese language teacher,

social inclusion after returning to Japan, questionnaire survey.

There has been a particularly major decrease in those who apply for the JOCV Japanese
language teaching program. JICA has claimed this is due to the job scarcity participants
face after returning to Japan. To determine the validity of such a claim, I conducted
a questionnaire survey to 116 JOCV and ex-JOCV members involved in Japanese
language teaching. The survey revealed that while they are very satisfied with their
JOCV experience, they believe this would not be valued very much in Japanese society.
In addition, even though many would like to continue their work in Japanese language
teaching, they believe that they cannot gain the proper teaching skills and expertise
through the JOCV program. JOCV members also hoped to have a job that involves a
specialization in a field, or is socially beneficial for humanity, while the average Japanese
citizen, according an NHK survey, prefer a job with financial stability.

Therefore, this article argues that the reason for the decrease in applicants could be
due to the social status and reputation one gains from their experience working with JOCV.
Some of the possible solutions to this problem proposed by the study is 1) development of
more thorough training in the JOCV program and 2) building a positive perception among

Japanese society toward JOCV participants.
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